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Bali’s beautiful homes and decor
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“i know the human being and fish can 
coexist peacefully.”

george w. bush

Top 5 Eco Resorts
The best of Bali’s eco-
friendly holiday options

Threads of life
Natural & sustainable textiles 

from east indonesia
Antique houses
From Gede Kresna works Green up your act

10 easy steps for making 
your villa greener

10 Bali Style Tips
Get the Bali Style look 
in your home with these 
hot tips from Cempaka

bali angels  Designer Dining Room Settings  water by biosave

Inspiration for your bali style home...

Little Tree
bali’s new outlet for 
Green building supplies

the green issue
P r o t e c t  t h e  p l a n e t  –  g o  g r e e n 
t o d a y . . . s e e  i n s i d e  f o r  d e t a i l s !

B a l i  s t y l e  S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n

WIN! A free trip 

to the Gili 

Islands. see 

p34 inside...

Rustic and recycled
build your dream home 

with Reclaimed wood from 
Kalimantan timber

Inspiration for your bali style home...



my bali home
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Rustic

A former Greenpeace forest 
campaigner from Australia, 
Alex Ryan has made her home, 
Pondok Langon, in a beautiful 
location in Lod Tunduh, not 
far from Ubud. With stunning 
rural views of emerald rice 
paddies, Ms Ryan’s home is all 
the more remarkable as all of 
the timber used in the house 
is recycled. With timbers 
taken from collapsing piers 
and disused warehouses in 
Kalimantan, the end result is 
both rustically spectacular 
and environmentally friendly. 
We spoke to Alex about the 
background of her house, 
her reclaimed wood business, 
Kalimantan Recycled Timber, and 
the Plastic-Free Bali campaign...

From the Bali Style Editorial Team 
Photography by Jill Gocher

charm
Every feature of Pondok Langon was 
sourced and lovingly selected by the 

owners to create a home that is rich in 
warmth, texture and history
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B
ali Style Magazine: Can you tell Bali 

Style magazine readers the background 

of how you came to build your stunning 

home in Lod Tunduh? 

Alex Ryan: I first travelled to Indonesia 

in 1993 as a young forest activist working on 

an international tropical timber campaign to 

protect the forests of Borneo. I fell in love with 

the island of Kalimantan, its wild jungles and 

vibrant and strong indigenous communities. 

In 1995 while at an indigenous leaders 

gathering in the heart of East Kalimantan, I 

met my future husband and fellow activist, 

Yoga. We fell in love, then moved to Australia 

while I finished my honours degree in 

Indonesian and Sociology. We continued to 

work with various organisations in Australia 

on environment and development issues, but 

decided to move to Kalimantan after the birth 

of our first two children. Yoga began working 

with a community-based forest organisation, 

and I with Greenpeace. After two years, we 

moved to Bali and started to look for a place to 

put down some roots. The search took three 

years! Our dear friend and fellow plastic-

campaigner Kadek found the land in Lod 

Tunduh. It had two small houses on the top 

and bottom of the block, with a gorgeous and 

well-maintained garden in between. It had 

such a lovely feel that we bought it almost 

immediately.

Bali Style Magazine: Who designed the 

house and what sort of style were you trying to 

achieve in the architecture?

Alex Ryan: It was a combination of great 

ideas and input from many forces! Dear friend 

and multi-talented environmental building 

consultant Dave Hodgkin was involved from 

the initial concept to the finished plans. We 

spent many hours discussing flow, ventilation, 

structure and termite & damp prevention 

with him. We also worked with Kadek from 

architectural firm Gapura in the initial design 

phase, but much of the detail was worked 

out as we went along. Once we had the 

basic layout, we adjusted the design to fit the 

materials that I found on my many fossicking 

trips, and also the reclaimed wood that we 

picked up in Kalimantan. 

The main aim was to build a family-

friendly home that was functional and strong 

yet beautiful, with minimal impact on the 

environment, as well as to have a cottage 

where friends and family could come and 

stay. We wanted to showcase the beauty of 

reclaimed wood, and also build a structure 

that would last well past our time.

Bali Style Magazine: What are your 

favourite aspects of the design of the house? 

Alex Ryan: The place has a kind of flow 

that weaves throughout. It is the combination 

of rounded edges, waterways and rustic lines. 

I love the fact that we took on the design and 

building process from start to finish, and it is 

a reflection of who we are. It is rustic and a 

bit funky, warm and inviting.  It is a hub for 

our family and community of friends. When 

I look at different parts of the house, it gives 

me great joy and satisfaction that we know 

the story behind every feature, each piece 

of wood and where it came from. The house 

has a really lovely quality, very calming and 

tranquil.

Bali Style Magazine: Apart from the 

recycled timber, are there any other eco-

friendly features of the house?

Alex Ryan: We used as little concrete 

and paint as possible by using a traditional 

finish called pamor, a mixture of limestone 

and red sand that gives a terrazzo-like finish. 

We worked with Regenerative Site Design to 

build a wetland which treats our waste water 

using a natural reed and plant bed. We also 

have used a combination of LED and compact 

florescent lighting. We avoided chemical 

and lead-based finishes by using natural oils 

on the timbers made by local building firm 

Astarel. We used as much recycled materials 

as possible, including bricks from earthquake-

destroyed buildings in Java, as well as old 

fence iron posts. 

Bali Style Magazine: All of the timber 

used in the house is recycled. Where does this 

timber come from and why is better for the 

environment to use recycled timber? 

Alex Ryan: We used around forty cubic 

metres of timber in the construction of our 

home, the majority of which was sourced 

The upstairs decks look 
over expansive emerald 
rice fields

each room houses 
reclaimed teak doors 
and panels sourced in 

Java by Alex

“We wanted to 

showcase the beauty 

of reclaimed wood, 

and also build 

a structure that 

would last well past 

our time...”

Reclaimed 1930’s Dutch 
period teak doors and 
windows with antique iron 
window bars grace the main 
bedroom entrance

Natural linen table 
setting coupled with 
this gorgeous brass 
bowl contrast the 
teak dining table

The kitchen cabinets 
were designed by Alex 
and are made entirely 

from reclaimed 
ironwood and 

bengkirai, proving 
that a beautiful 

kitchen does not have 
to cost the earth
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in Kalimantan, and the remainder in Java. When you consider that 

sustainable yield of primary forest is between 1 – 3 m3 per hectare of forest, 

had we used new wood, our house would have logged between 40 to 120 

football fields of primary forest to acquire the timber we needed. Around 

1 million hectares of Indonesia’s rainforests are lost each year to logging, 

agriculture and mining. Despite a reduction in recent years, Indonesia 

continues to have one of the world’s highest rates of deforestation. The 

timber market has a lot to answer for as logging primary forest opens 

up the area to further exploitation and encroachment. Unless we know 

its source, consumers cannot be guaranteed that the wood we buy has 

not come from illegal or destructive logging.  Forest loss has severe 

implications for our environment including increased carbon emissions, 

species loss and decreased biodiversity. Indonesia is the world’s third 

largest emitter of carbon in large part due to deforestation and forest 

fires. 

The case for using reclaimed wood is particularly strong for Ulin, or 

Kalimantan ironwood, a slow growing and extremely durable hardwood 

which is a very popular commercial timber. Natural stands have been so 

depleted that even local communities are having trouble sourcing the 

appropriate dimensions for traditional ceremonies, and the government 

has introduced a regulation to reduce its harvest and export. 

Bali Style Magazine: For readers who want to use recycled timber in 

the construction of their own homes, are there any tips you can offer or 

things to look out for when buying recycled timber?

Alex Ryan: Due to a surge in reclaimed woods, some suppliers out 

there are trying to falsify new woods by making them look old by 

burying and marking the timbers. Always try to buy from a reputable 

supplier who can provide evidence of origin, including certificates 

The round curves of this 1960’s 
teak settee seamlessly merges with 
the reclaimed ironwood decking 
and curves of the pool, creating 
a lovely entertaining area

The reclaimed teak and 
bengkirai panels in the 

main bedroom create 
a warm and inviting 

place to rest

There is nothing 
quite like a natural 

timber staircase which 
becomes a main feature 

of the home

“Unless we know its 

source, consumers 

cannot be 

guaranteed that the 

wood we buy has not 

come from illegal 

or destructive 

logging...”
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and photos of the wood at source prior to 

demolition. 

Check the actual dimensions you are 

purchasing, and whether the purchase 

includes finishing. Check also to see what the 

finished dimensions will be. Try to buy timbers 

that are appropriate for the application. You 

don’t need a super durable timber like ulin for 

instance for roof rafters. A lighter wood like 

reclaimed kapur is fine, and will work out to 

be cheaper! Try to keep the resource as close 

to its original form as possible. It is a valuable 

resource that will one day run out, so it’s best 

not to cut it up too much. Lastly, take anti-

termite precautions that are not commonly 

implemented in Indonesia like sealing your 

slab and getting ventilation and light for 

ground floor timber floors.

Bali Style Magazine: Did you start your 

business in importing recycled timber before 

or after building your house?

Alex Ryan: Building Pondok Langon 

inspired us to set up the reclaimed wood 

business. We set ourselves the tricky task 

of building a timber home that only used 

reclaimed wood in its construction. We 

discovered along the way that it was extremely 

difficult to find reclaimed wood in Bali and 

Java that was to the dimensions we needed. 

What little we did find was expensive. We 

decided that the only way move forward was 

to source the wood ourselves. We have strong 

connections and family in Kalimantan, and 

hence setting up the business was relatively 

smooth. 

Bali Style Magazine: You are also in 

involved in the Bali Cantik Tanpa Plastik 

campaign to reduce plastic waste in Bali. 

What are the goals of this campaign and how 

are you achieving those goals?

Alex Ryan: The vision of the campaign 

is to create a clean environment and healthy 

communities in Bali. We do this by working 

with retailers and communities on the island 

to craft strategies and implement programs 

to reduce waste, particularly from plastic. We 

believe that an integrated community-based 

approach that engages the public in the longer 

term and more lasting aim of reducing the 

amount of waste we produce is the way to go. 

Our initial focus is on the reduction of single-

use plastic bags.

Single-use plastic bags are just the tip of 

the iceberg in terms of the plastic waste issue; 

however they represent a large portion of 

non-recyclable plastic pollution problem 

in Indonesia. The world over, countries are 

taking measures to ban, tax and eradicate 

the single-use shopping bag. Plastic remains 

in our environment forever. It is estimated 

that 7% of the world’s oil is used to produce 

plastic, and hence its production is inherently 

polluting. Waste is key to improving the state 

of the environment and community health 

in Indonesia, and single-use plastic bags are 

an avenue in to begin a wider conversation 

about other pollutants which have a negative 

impact on our community.

Bali Style Magazine: Why is plastic so bad 

for the environment?

Alex Ryan: Plastic in itself is not bad, it 

is the way we consume it and manage our 

waste that creates environmental problems! 

Waste management in Bali suffers from 

extreme lack of infrastructure, coordination 

Surrounded by views 
like these, Pondok 
Langon is hard to leave

Originating from the forests of 
Kalimantan, these 7 meter Ulin poles that 
give structure to the house were disused 
telegraph poles that served as part of 
the telephone network in Java for many 
decades

“The vision of the campaign 

is to create a clean 

environment and healthy 

communities in Bali...”
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and support. This is why so much plastic 

ends up littering roadsides, illegally 

dumped in our waterways and mangrove 

forests, and being washed out into our 

oceans.  Basically, we are producing more 

waste than can be sufficiently handled 

on such a small island with a fast growing 

population. The first step that is needed 

is a reduction in the amount of waste we 

produce. Waste from plastic is problematic 

as it remains in our environment forever 

and it is toxic when burnt. This is why it 

is so important to use less, and to do small 

actions like bringing your own bag when 

shopping.   M a g a z i n e

Alex is the manager of reclaimed 

wood company Kalimantan Recycled 

Timber based in Tengkulak. She is also 

a senior consultant with Hijau Biru, 

a group specialising  in participatory 

program design and strategic planning 

for campaigns and advocacy groups. 

Alex owns and manages Pondok Langon 

Guesthouse, and in her spare time works 

on Plastic-Free Bali, a campaign aimed 

at creating clean, healthy communities 

in Bali by reducing waste. Alex helped 

to found the campaign and is a current 

steering committee.  

Polly the family dog 
relaxing by the pool

Reclaimed wood set 
against natural pebbles 
and soft toned walls in 
the upstairs bathrooms


